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EDITORIAL 
The focus of this issue is East Germany. A greater number of 
articles on East Germany is available not only because German is a 
language better known than other Eastern European languages but also 
because Germans from West Germany tend to keep a close watch on what 
goes on in the G. D. R. 
Often it is maintained that Communism operates the political arena 
by means of a one-party system. While this is certainly the usual 
pattern, it is not the only one. In the G. D. R. there are several 
political parties legally in existence. The Christian Democratic Union 
is the largest of the non-Communist parties. In 1972 when I led a 
seminar for American Methodist professors and clergy to East Germany, a 
representative of the C. D. U. -G. D. R. explained to the group that the 
C. D. U. sees its task as the implementation of the policies of the S. E.D. 
(Socialist Unity Party) which are based on (Marxist) scientific 
principles used by the S. E. D. 
Siegfried Suckut, in "From Opposition to Alliance, " traces the 
history of the transition of the C. D. U. from an independent political 
party aspiring to leadership in post-World War II Germany to becoming a 
"transmission belt" for the implementation of S. E. D. policies to the 
Christian segment of the population. Peter Wensierski, in "Ex Oriente 
Pax?, " follows it up with a report and evaluation of the most recent 
C. D. U .. party congress enabling the reader to assess the present status 
of this Christian party. It should be noted that the C. D. U. is not the 
only, and most . likely not the most effective vehicle of impact upon 
society available to Christians in the G. D. R. 
We are also interested in examining the activities of individual 
denominations. In this issue, Bill Yoder, a former contributor to OPREE, 
describes the work of the Evangelical Methodist Church in the G. D. R. The 
Methodists are a minority church in the "free church" tradition. For a 
variety of reasons there are increasing ecumenical contacts for the 
Methodists with the majority Protestant churches in the G. D. R. 
We conclude with an essay written by William L. White on "Why 
American Christians Care About Eastern Europe. " Several years ago 
CAREE 1 s Executive Commi
.
ttee asked him to prepare a statement for a wider 
readership explaining the theological rationale for interest in Eastern 
Europe. We share this with the readers in the hope that reade.rs 1 
response will be forthcoming which may help shape other statements of 
this sort. 
Paul Mojzes, Editor 
